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. . . The Vice P. lies dangeriously ill—Eletioneering for 
his office goes on beyond all description. The World 
seems running Mad, what with one thing & another—
The Fed[eralists], as I told you, ware all affronted with 
M[adison], refused to dine or come but they have changed 
their tack—last night & the night before, our rooms 
were crouded with republicans & such a ralying of our 
party has alarm’d them into a return. They came in a 
large party last night also & are continuelly calling—
Even D. R. Will < . . . > who is a fine fellow, came 
last night. The old & the young Muster’d—The War 
business goes on slowly—but I fear twill be sure. . . .

NOTES

The Vice P. = Vice President George Clinton, who died April 20, 1812.

D. R. Will = David Rogerson Williams of South Carolina, 
a Republican member of the House of Representatives.

< . . . > = missing or unreadable text.

Dolley’s Letter to Anna

Dolley Payne Todd Madison to her sister, Anna Payne Cutts, [ca. 27 March 1812], in The 
Dolley Madison Digital Edition, ed. Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia 
Press, Rotunda, 2004. http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/DPM0318 (accessed by M. Waters, 
9-7-16).
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Charles A. Burnett, Photo by Philip Beaurline,  
Dolley Madison’s Snuffbox, ca. 1800. Silver. Montpelier, a National Trust Historic 
Site, Bequest of Marion duPont Scott, NT85.2.45.
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