Learning the Skills

n the 15th of March, 1806, the female

subscribers to proposals for providing

an Asylum for Orphan Children met

at the City Hotel; Mrs. Graham was
called to the chair, a Society organized, and a board of
direction chosen. Mrs. [Sarah] Hoffman was elected
the first Directress of the Orphan Asylum Society.
Mrs. Graham . . ., or one of her family, taught the
orphans daily, until the funds of the Institution were
sufficient to provide a teacher and superintendent. . . .

And truly God has made good his promise towards

this benevolent Institution. . . . Having for fourteen
months occupied a hired house for an Asylum, the
ladies entertained the bold idea of building an Asylum
on account of the Society. They had then about three
hundred and fifty dollars as the commencement of a fund
for the building; they purchased four lots of ground in
the village of Greenwich, on a healthful, elevated site,
possessing a fine prospect. The corner-stone was laid

on the 7th of July, 1807. They erected a building fifty
feet square. . . . In that house Mrs. Graham and Ms.
Hoffman spent much of their time; there they trained
for Eternity the children of those whose widowed dying
mothers they had cheered with the hope that when they
should be taken away, God would fulfill his gracious
promise and preserve their fatherless children alive.

NEW-YORK
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

MUSEUM (8-LIBRARY

MAKING HISTORY MATTER

Joanna Graham Bethune, 7he Power of Faith: FExemplified in the Life and Writings of the Late M. Isabella
Graham, of New-York. New York: J. Seymour, 1816. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790-1860



AL LY LY e
AT e

_c' [l
i

oA
>, \,(\

33

NEW-YORK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

MUSEUM (5-LIBRARY

MAKING HISTORY MATTER

ILabella Graham, 1843. The Power of Faith, frontispiece. Engraving. New-York Histori
CT.G739 A2 1843.

Society Library,
Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790-1860




NEW-YORK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

MUSEUM (5-LIBRARY

MAKING HISTORY MATTER

Gilbert Stuart, Mrs. Marcia Van Ness, 1805. Oil on canvas. Edgewater Classical American Homes
Preservation Trust. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790-1860




	Resource 10 Benevolent Societies.1 new
	Resource 10 Benevolent Societies.2 new

