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On the 15th of March, 1806, the female 
subscribers to proposals for providing 
an Asylum for Orphan Children met 
at the City Hotel; Mrs. Graham was 

called to the chair, a Society organized, and a board of 
direction chosen. Mrs. [Sarah] Hoffman was elected 
the first Directress of the Orphan Asylum Society. 
Mrs. Graham . . . , or one of her family, taught the 
orphans daily, until the funds of the Institution were 
sufficient to provide a teacher and superintendent. . . .

And truly God has made good his promise towards 
this benevolent Institution. . . . Having for fourteen 
months occupied a hired house for an Asylum, the 
ladies entertained the bold idea of building an Asylum 
on account of the Society. They had then about three 
hundred and fifty dollars as the commencement of a fund 
for the building; they purchased four lots of ground in 
the village of Greenwich, on a healthful, elevated site, 
possessing a fine prospect. The corner-stone was laid 
on the 7th of July, 1807. They erected a building fifty 
feet square. . . . In that house Mrs. Graham and Mrs. 
Hoffman spent much of their time; there they trained 
for Eternity the children of those whose widowed dying 
mothers they had cheered with the hope that when they 
should be taken away, God would fulfill his gracious 
promise and preserve their fatherless children alive.
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