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 John Singleton Copley, Portrait of Mrs. John Stevens (Judith Sargent, later 
Mrs. John Murray), 1770–72. Oil on canvas. Terra Foundation for American 
Art, Daniel J. Terra Art Acquisition Endowment Fund, 2000.6. 
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James Sharples Sr., Dolley Madison, ca. 1796–1797. Pastel on paper. Independence National Historic Park, 
Philadelphia.
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William Russell Birch, A view of the Capitol of Washington before it was burnt down by the British, ca. 1800. 
Watercolor. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C., 2004661947.
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Eliza Brock’s Signature, Letter to Dolley Madison, February 21, 1844.  
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Attributed to Thomas Haig’s Pottery, Pitcher, 1812–ca.1893. Earthenware. Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
Gift of Jay A. and Emma Lewis, 2008, 2008-25-15.



Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 

Man Helping Sick Person, 1793. Original Caption: Yellow Fever Epidemic in Philadelphia, 1793. Woodcut. 
Bettmann / Contributor.



William Russell Birch, View in Third Street, from Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 1800. Hand-colored engraving. 
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Sir William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First: Chapter the 
Fifteenth: Of Husband and Wife. 4 vols. Oxford: Printed at the Clarendon Press, 1765–1769.

The Language of Coverture

By marriage, the husband and wife are one person in law: that is, the 

very being or legal existence of the woman is suspended during the 

marriage, or at least is incorporated and consolidated into that of the 

husband; under whose wing, protection, and cover, she performs every 

thing; and is . . . under the protection and influence of her husband, 

her baron, or lord; and her condition during her marriage is called her 

coverture. Upon this principle, of an union of person in husband and 

wife, depend almost all the legal rights, duties, and disabilities, that either 

of them acquire by the marriage. . . . [E]ven the disabilities which the 

wife lies under, are for the most part intended for her protection and 

benefit. So great a favourite is the female sex of the laws of England.
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C. Schessele, Mrs. John Adams (Abigail Smith), ca. 1775. Engraving. New-York Historical Society Library,  
PR 52.
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Unknown artist, Sir William Blackstone, ca. 1755. Oil on canvas. 
National Portrait Gallery, London, Primary Collection, 388. 
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Congressional Pugilists, 1798. Etching on wove paper. New-York Historical Society Library, PR 10.
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[Second only to the home of President Thomas Jefferson 
himself,] the house of the secretary of state was the resort 
of most company. The frank and cordial manners of its 
mistress, gave a peculiar charm to the frequent parties 
there assembled. All foreigners who visited the seat of 
government; strangers from the different states of the 
union; the heads of departments; the diplomatic corps; 
senators, representatives, citizens, mingled with an ease 
and freedom, a sociability and gayety, to be met with in 
no other society. Even party spirit, virulent and embittered 
as it then was, by her gentleness was disarmed. . . . 

[Later,] when the term of Mr. Jefferson’s presidency 
drew near its close, the spirit of political intrigue which 
had lain dormant, was again roused into activity. A 
new president was to be chosen, and there were several 
competitors for the people’s favor. Each had partisans, 
zealous and untiring. . . . Amid this cruel warfare of 
conflicting parties, so calculated to excite angry feelings, 
Mrs. Madison . . . met these political assailants with a 
mildness, which disarmed their hostility of its individual 
rancor, and sometimes even converted political enemies 
into personal friends, and still oftener succeeded in 
neutralizing the bitterness of opposition. . . . [Mr. 
Madison] continued his social intercourse with persons 
of all opinions; the chiefs of different parties met at 
his house with perfect good humor; and the frank and 
polite attentions of Mrs. Madison were paid, without 
distinction, to all who joined her social circle.

Frank and Cordial Manners

Margaret Bayard Smith, “Mrs. Madison,” The National Portrait Gallery of Distinguished Americans, Vol. 
III, 1836. https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=yale.39002007779425;view=1up;seq=44 (accessed by 
M. Waters, 9-23-2016).
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Charles A. Burnett, Photo by Philip Beaurline,  
Dolley Madison’s Snuffbox, ca. 1800. Silver. Montpelier, a National Trust Historic 
Site, Bequest of Marion duPont Scott, NT85.2.45.
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. . . The Vice P. lies dangeriously ill—Eletioneering for 
his office goes on beyond all description. The World 
seems running Mad, what with one thing & another—
The Fed[eralists], as I told you, ware all affronted with 
M[adison], refused to dine or come but they have changed 
their tack—last night & the night before, our rooms 
were crouded with republicans & such a ralying of our 
party has alarm’d them into a return. They came in a 
large party last night also & are continuelly calling—
Even D. R. Will < . . . > who is a fine fellow, came 
last night. The old & the young Muster’d—The War 
business goes on slowly—but I fear twill be sure. . . .

NOTES

The Vice P. = Vice President George Clinton, who died April 20, 1812.

D. R. Will = David Rogerson Williams of South Carolina, 
a Republican member of the House of Representatives.

< . . . > = missing or unreadable text.

Dolley’s Letter to Anna

Dolley Payne Todd Madison to her sister, Anna Payne Cutts, [ca. 27 March 1812], in The 
Dolley Madison Digital Edition, ed. Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia 
Press, Rotunda, 2004. http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/DPM0318 (accessed by M. Waters, 
9-7-16).
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2 Looking Glasses, long, and large as can be bought for $100.00
100 yds the best carpeting that can be had for $1 pr yd— 100.00
1 piece Black Levantine, 1 piece cheap white satin
1 piece queens grey florence silk, 20 yds Blond Lace 3 inches wide—
1 small Box assorted Feathers, do. Flowers, do. Ribbons—
2 pieces of fine cambric a 2 or three Dolls pr. yd.
2 pieces pocket Kerchiefs Cambric, at 75 Cents or one Doll pr. kerchief
10 yds fine Lace at 4 or 5 Dolls pr. yd—1 dito at 2 dols, narrow/
2 doz: pr. white & one doz pr. black silk stockings large size—
2 doz pr. white Kid gloves long, & large— 4 doz short do assorted colours
1 Doz pr. shoes with heels—one doz pr. without—
—1 piece white crape—  — a print, of the bust, of N. Bonaparte, large
as life, taken by an elève of David; it may be found in the shops
of the Marchands des gravures  < . . . > the price some months since
was, 20 francs. —4 Orange, or bright yellow Marino Shawls
not exceeding 12 or 15 Dollars—one large white shawl $20 or 25
with a rich border—Two Spring bonnets—Two dito for
Winter—Two of them for a large Head—one
of each for a smaller head. all, for the morning
one douzn fanciful but very cheap snuff boxes

Notes

yds. = yards

levantine = a silk fabric, woven for extra texture 

do., dito = ditto (the same as the previous item)

dols and doll = dollars

pr. yd = per yard

pr. = pair, or per

doz, douzn = dozen   

elève = student (in French)

David = French artist Jacques-Louis David

francs = French currency

marino = a high-quality wool

< . . . > = missing or unreadable text

Memorandum to Mr. Zantzinger for Purchases

Dolley Payne Todd Madison’s Memorandum to Mr. Zantzinger for Purchases, [1801–1807], in The Dolley 
Madison Digital Edition, ed. Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 
2004. http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/DPM3372 (accessed by M. Waters, 9-7-16) 



Attributed to Gilbert Stuart, George Washington, 1796. Oil on canvas. White House Historical Association /  
White House Collection. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 



Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 

Tuesday Augt. 23d. 1814.

Dear Sister.

—My husband left me yesterday morng. to join Gen. 
Winder. He enquired anxiously whether I had courage, 
or firmness to remain in the President’s house until his 
return, on the morrow, or succeeding day, and on my 
assurance that I had no fear but for him and the success 
of our army, he left me, beseeching me to take care of 
myself, and of the cabinet papers, public and private. I 
have since recd. two despatches from him, written with 
a pencil; the last is alarming, because he desires I should 
be ready at a moment’s warning to enter my carriage and 
leave the city; that the enemy seemed stronger than had 
been reported and that it might happen that they would 
reach the city, with intention to destroy it. X X X

X X X I am accordingly ready; I have pressed as many 
cabinet papers into trunks as to fill one carriage; our 
private property must be sacrificed, as it is impossible to 
procure wagons for its transportation. I am determined 
not to go myself until I see Mr. Madison safe, and he 
can accompany me, as I hear of much hostility towards 
him, X X X disaffection stalks around us.

X X X X X My friends and acquaintances are all gone; 
Even Col. C— with his hundred men, who were sta-
tioned as a guard in the enclosure.

X X French John (a faithful domestic,) with his usual 
activity and resolution, offers to spike the cannon at the 
gate, and to lay a train of powder which would blow 
up the British, should they enter the house. To the last 
proposition I positively object, without being able, how-
ever, to make him understand why all advantages in war 
may not be taken.

Wednesday morng., twelve O’clock. Since sunrise I 
have been turning my spy glass in every direction and 
watching with unwearied anxiety, hoping to discern the 
approach of my dear husband and his friends; but, alas, 
I can descry only groups of military wandering in all 
directions, as if there was a lack of arms, or of spirit to 
fight for their own firesides!

Three O’clock. Will you believe it, my Sister? We have 
had a battle or skirmish near Bladensburg, and I am still 
here within sound of the cannon! Mr. Madison comes 
not; may God protect him! Two messengers covered 
with dust, come to bid me fly; but I wait for him. X X 
X At this late hour a wagon has been procured, I have 
had it filled with the plate and most valuable portable 
articles belonging to the house; whether it will reach its 
destination; the Bank of Maryland, or fall into the hands 
of British soldiery, events must determine.

Our kind friend, Mr. Carroll, has come to hasten my 
departure, and is in a very bad humor with me be-
cause I insist on waiting until the large picture of Gen. 
Washington is secured, and it requires to be unscrewed 
from the wall. This process was found too tedious for 
these perilous moments; I have ordered the frame to be 
broken, and the canvass taken out it is done, and the 
precious portrait placed in the hands of two gentlemen 
of New York, for safe keeping. And now, dear sister, I 
must leave this house, or the retreating army will make 
me a prisoner in it, by filling up the road I am directed 
to take. When I shall again write you, or where I shall be 
tomorrow, I cannot tell!!

Note 
X’s = Dolley Madison’s use of ellipses. 

Dolley Madison’s Extract

Dolley Payne Todd Madison to Lucy Payne Washington Todd, 23 August 1814, in The Dolley Madison 
Digital Edition, ed. Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2004. 
http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/dmde/DPM0469 (accessed by M. Waters, 8-8-2016).



Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 
E. C. Perry Photograph Co., Paul Jennings, undated. Photograph. Estate of Sylvia Jennings Alexander.
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Mrs. Madison ordered dinner to be ready at 3, as usual; I set the table 
myself, and brought up the ale, cider, and wine, and placed them in the 
coolers, as all the Cabinet and several military gentlemen and strangers 

were expected. While waiting, at just about 3, as Sukey, the house-servant, was lolling 
out of a chamber window, James Smith, a free colored man who had accompanied 
Mr. Madison to Bladensburg, gallopped up to the house, waving his hat, and cried 
out, ‘Clear out, clear out! General Armstrong has ordered a retreat!’ All then was 
confusion. Mrs. Madison ordered her carriage, and passing through the dining-
room, caught up what silver she could crowd into her old-fashioned reticule, and 
then jumped into the chariot with her servant girl Sukey, and Daniel Carroll, who 
took charge of them; Jo. Bolin drove them over to Georgetown Heights; the British 
were expected in a few minutes . . . [but] they did not arrive for some hours. . . . 

It has often been stated in print, that when Mrs. Madison escaped from the White House, 
she cut out from the frame the large portrait of Washington (now in one of the parlors 
there), and carried it off. This is totally false. She had no time for doing it. It would 
have required a ladder to get it down. All she carried off was the silver in her reticule, as 
the British were thought to be but a few squares off, and were expected every moment. 
John Susé (a Frenchman, then door-keeper, and still living) and Magraw, the President’s 
gardener, took it down and sent it off on a wagon, with some large silver urns and such 
other valuables as could be hastily got hold of. When the British did arrive, they ate up 
the very dinner, and drank the wines, &c., that I had prepared for the President’s party.

Notes
reticule = a small handbag
John Susé = Jean-Pierre Sioussat, the chief steward (doorkeeper) and chef in the Madison White House.

Paul Jennings’s Reminiscence

Paul Jennings, A Colored Man’s Reminiscences of James Madison. Brooklyn: George C. Beadle, 1865. 
Electronic Edition, http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/jennings/jennings.html (accessed by M. Waters, 12-6-
2016).

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/jennings/jennings.html
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George Munger, The President’s House, 1814–1815. Watercolor on paper. White House Historical 
Association / White House Collection. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860
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Mathew B. Brady, Dolley Madison, three-quarter length portrait of a woman, facing front, seated, 1848. Half-
plate daguerreotype. White House Historical Association / White House Collection.
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Attributed to Joseph Wood, John Payne Todd, ca. 1817. Watercolor on ivory. Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Gift of Miss Mary Madison McGuire, 1936 (36.73).
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Washington Jany. 22d. 44

If you love me, my dear son, write to me—tell me when you will 
come to offer the papers to Congress, and to do something with 
the 4th volume—we are without funds and those we owe are 
impatient—the time has arrived now when if lost or neglected 
will never return to us! Mr. R with whom only I have conversed, 
assured me that if he could do any thing in it—we should chuse—
but he had made himself so unpopular—that no open efforts 
of his would do any good to my interest and therefore some 
influential member of the lower house should be chosen and 
employed. Oh, my son! I am too unhappy not to have you with 
me, and not to have even your opinion and directions, what to do 
myself or what individuals to engage and at what time! Do not let 
this often repeated request offend or hurt you my son—but I will 
say little more—as it is not good for me to write.

You have no doubt seen in the papers a Resolution of Congress 
inviting me to a seat—and my answer—It is nothing in my eyes 
or my heart, nor would compliments even higher, unless you and 
myself were on safe ground with our creditors.

Astor’s interest is due the 19th of February—can you obtain it for 
me? Miss Legaré’s best respects to you.
Ever your affectionate mother
D. P. Madison.

[Envelope]
J. P. Todd
Montpelier
Orange Cy
Va.

Note
chuse = choose

Dolley Madison’s Letter to Payne

Dolley Payne Todd Madison to John Payne Todd, 22 January 1844, in The Dolley Madison Digital 
Edition, ed. Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2004. http://
rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/dmde/DPM1353 (accessed by M. Waters, 12-7-2016).



Henry Timberlake, A Draught of the Cherokee Country, 1765. Ink on paper. Museum of Early Southern 
Decorative Arts, 5549. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 



Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 

Jarena Lee, 1849. Religious Experience and Journal of Mrs. Jarena Lee: giving an account of her call to preach the gospel, 
frontispiece. Engraving. New-York Historical Society Library, CT.L4784 A3 1849.
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Mary and Emily Edmonson, ca. 1850–1860. Photomechanical print. Library of Congress Prints and 
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Ezra Greenleaf Weld, Fugitive Slave Law Convention, Cazenovia, New York, 1850. Daguerreotype. Courtesy 
of the J. Paul Getty Museum. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 



Lydia Maria Child, 1883. Letters of Lydia Maria Child, frontispiece. Engraving. New-York Historical Society 
Library, PS1293.Z8 1888. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860
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Amelia Jenks Bloomer, 1850s. Daguerreotype. Property of the Seneca Falls Historical Society.



Amelia Bloomer, The Lily, March 1852. Newspaper.  
New-York Historical Society Library, HV5285 L5 v.4, no.3. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 



Isabella Graham, 1843. The Power of Faith, frontispiece. Engraving. New-York Historical Society Library, 
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Gilbert Stuart, Mrs. Marcia Van Ness, 1805. Oil on canvas. Edgewater Classical American Homes 
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On the 15th of March, 1806, the female 
subscribers to proposals for providing 
an Asylum for Orphan Children met 
at the City Hotel; Mrs. Graham was 

called to the chair, a Society organized, and a board of 
direction chosen. Mrs. [Sarah] Hoffman was elected 
the first Directress of the Orphan Asylum Society. 
Mrs. Graham . . . , or one of her family, taught the 
orphans daily, until the funds of the Institution were 
sufficient to provide a teacher and superintendent. . . .

And truly God has made good his promise towards 
this benevolent Institution. . . . Having for fourteen 
months occupied a hired house for an Asylum, the 
ladies entertained the bold idea of building an Asylum 
on account of the Society. They had then about three 
hundred and fifty dollars as the commencement of a fund 
for the building; they purchased four lots of ground in 
the village of Greenwich, on a healthful, elevated site, 
possessing a fine prospect. The corner-stone was laid 
on the 7th of July, 1807. They erected a building fifty 
feet square. . . . In that house Mrs. Graham and Mrs. 
Hoffman spent much of their time; there they trained 
for Eternity the children of those whose widowed dying 
mothers they had cheered with the hope that when they 
should be taken away, God would fulfill his gracious 
promise and preserve their fatherless children alive.

Learning the Skills

Joanna Graham Bethune, The Power of Faith: Exemplified in the Life and Writings of the Late Mrs. Isabella 
Graham, of New-York. New York: J. Seymour, 1816.
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Attributed to W & F Langenheim, Catharine Beecher, 1848. Daguerreotype. Schlesinger Library on the 
History of Women in America, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, A102-438-1z. 
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Augustus Washington, Lydia Sigourney, 1852. Watkinson Library, Trinity College,  
Hartford, Connecticut.
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Ever since the existence of this nation, our general 
government . . . [has] acknowledged . . . [the Indian] 
people, as free and independent nations, and has protected 
them in the quiet possession of their lands. . . . 

But the lands of this people are claimed to be embraced 
within the limits of some of our Southern States, and as 
they are fertile and valuable, they are demanded by the 
whites as their own possessions, and efforts are making 
to dispossess the Indians of their native soil. And such 
is the singular state of concurring circumstances, that 
it has become almost a certainty, that these people are 
to have their lands torn from them, and to be driven 
into western wilds and to final annihilation, unless 
the feelings of a humane and Christian nation shall 
be aroused to prevent the unhallowed sacrifice. . . .

Have not then the females of this country some duties 
devolving upon them in relation to this helpless race? 
. . . It may be, that female petitioners can lawfully be 
heard, even by the highest rulers of our land. . . .

This communication was written and sent abroad solely by 
the female hand. Let every woman who peruses it . . .  
endeavor by every suitable expedient to interest the feelings 
of her friends, relatives and acquaintances, in behalf of 
this people, that are ready to perish. A few weeks must 
decide this interesting and important question, and after 
that time, sympathy and regret will all be in vain.

Circular Addressed to Benevolent Ladies of the United States

[Catharine Beecher], “Circular Addressed to Benevolent Ladies of the U. States,” December 1, 1929. Theda 
Purdue, The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents, rev. ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 
2016. The complete text is at http://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/
no39/pg2col3bpg3col2b.htm. 

http://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/no39/pg2col3bpg3col2b.htm
http://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/no39/pg2col3bpg3col2b.htm


Lucretia Mott, ca. 1860–1880. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C., 
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As we dare not encourage any ministry but that 
which we believe to spring from the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, so neither dare we attempt to 
restrain this influence to persons of any condition 
in life, or to the male sex alone; but, as male and 
female are one in Christ, we allow such of the 
female sex as we believe to be endued with a right 
qualification for the ministry, to exercise their gifts 
for the general edification of the church. 
 
 

Women in Quaker Doctrine

[Joseph Gurney Bevan?], Summary of the History, Doctrine, and Discipline of Friends: Written at the Desire of 
the Meeting for Sufferings, London: 1790.



Angelina Emily Grimké, undated. Wood engraving. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, 
Washington D.C., 2003653379. Saving Washington: The New Republic and Early Reformers, 1790–1860

 



American Anti-Slavery Society, Am I Not a Woman & a Sister, 1838. Copper. New-York Historical Society, 
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W. B. Chambers, Sarah Josepha Hale, 1850. Godey’s Lady’s Book, 1850, frontispiece. New-York Historical 
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Benjamin Robert Haydon, The Anti-Slavery Society Convention,1840, 1841. Oil on canvas. Primary 
Collection, National Portrait Gallery, London, Given by British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 1880, 
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Ernestine Rose, 1881. Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America, Radcliffe Institute for 
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Passed April 7, 1848.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly do enact as follows:
Sec. 1. The real and personal property of any female who 
may hereafter marry, and which she shall own at the time 
of marriage, and the rents issues and profits thereof shall 
not be subject to the disposal of her husband, nor be liable 
for his debts, and shall continue her sole and separate 
property, as if she were a single female.
Sec. 2. The real and personal property, and the rents issues 
and profits thereof of any female now married shall not 
be subject to the disposal of her husband; but shall be her 
sole and separate property as if she were a single female 
except so far as the same may be liable for the debts of her 
husband heretofore contracted.
Sec. 3. It shall be lawful for any married female to receive, 
by gift, grant devise or bequest, from any person other than 
her husband and hold to her sole and separate use, as if she 
were a single female, real and personal property, and the 
rents, issues and profits thereof, and the same shall not be 
subject to the disposal of her husband, nor be liable for his 
debts.
Sec. 4. All contracts made between persons in 
contemplation of marriage shall remain in full force after 
such marriage takes place.
1848 New York Laws 307, ch. 200.

An Act for the Effectual Protection of the  
Property of Married Women

Married Women’s Property Laws, the Law Library of Congress. https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/
awlaw3/property_law.html (accessed by M. Waters, 10-28-2016). 
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her daughter, Harriot, 1856, Daguerreotype, Library of Congress Prints and 
Photographs Division, Washington D.C., 97500106. 
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This is all wrong. . . . Society would have to be radically 
remodeled in order to accommodate itself to so great a 
change.   
–Mechanics’ Advocate, Albany, New York

The women folks have just held a Convention up in 
New York State, and passed a sort of “bill of rights”. . . . 
They should have resolved at the same time, that it was 
obligatory . . . upon the “lords” . . . to wash dishes, scour 
up, be put to the tub, handle the broom, darn stockings, 
patch breeches, scold the servants, dress in the latest 
fashion, wear trinkets, look beautiful, and be as fascinating 
as those blessed morsels of humanity whom God gave 
to preserve that rough animal man, in something like a 
reasonable civilization.  
–Lowell (Massachusetts) Courier

A woman is nobody. A wife is everything. A pretty girl is 
equal to ten thousand men, and a mother is, next to God, 
all powerful. The ladies of Philadelphia, therefore, under 
the influence of the most serious “sober second thoughts,” 
are resolved to maintain their rights as Wives, Belles, 
Virgins, and Mothers, and not as Women.  
–Philadelphia Public Ledger and Daily Transcript

From the Newspapers

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage, History of Woman Suffrage, Vol. 1, 
1848–1861. rev. ed. (Rochester, NY: 1889). 
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